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. 7 At what was billed as a foreign.

By Ernest B. Furgurson - 1,

Chief of The Sun's Washington Burgaui \

MILWAUKEE — Campaigning in
the Midwest, President Reagan yes-

terday laid blame for last week’s |

bombing of the U.S. Embassy in Leb-
apon on the “pear destruction” of
American spying capacity before he
came to office. -

He told students at oao_y_tl:iézgt
Green State University in Ohio tha
“we're feeling the effects today of
the near destruction of our intelli-
gence ca&b‘iﬂlity_. .. before we came.
here — the effort somehow to say,
well_spying is disbonesf and Jet’s get
rid of our intelligence agents. . ..
“We're trying fo rebuild our intel-
ligence to where you'll find out and
know in advance what the target
might be and be prepared for it.”

Asked whether the president was
referTing to cutbacks in intelligence
staffing under_ ident Jimmy

arter, a White House spokesman
said, 111 let you draw your own con-

clusiops, but _ you _ wouldn't  be
wro_z;f." .
¥ir. Reagan appeared to be point-

ing the finger of blame at the T |
administration, during which Adm.

policy forum but organized into-a
high-decibel pep rally, Mr. Reagan
told the Ohio students that the Unit-

| ed States must “be patient when pro- -

‘voked,” but “we must be equally
clear that past a certain point our
! adversaries push us at their peril”
\ “Uncle Sam is a friendly old man,’
" but Le has a spine of steel,” he de-
clared. . S
The president's response in 'a
question-and-answer session with
students was the first time he bad
‘implied that any part of the fauit for
-the latest embassy bombing lay with
-the Democrats. Last fall after the:
“second of .the three major anti-U.S.
"bombing incidents in Lebanon, he
‘~'said that he accepted responsibility.
There was a dispute then over
-whether U.S. forces had received in-
i\telh'gence warnings about possible
i-bombing of the Marine barracks at
‘the Beirut airport.
Mr. Reagan concluded his re-
.marks on the latest Lebanon inci-
~dent by saying the alternative to tak-
ing such risks was to close down
+American installations abroad and
s“give the terrorists a victory we're
not going to give them.”
In Washington, Senator Patrick J.

Stansfield Turmer, director of the
Céntral Intelligence Agency, cut
bundreds of clandestine operatives
from thbe agency’s payroll in favor of
increased technical spying. R
“Democrats in Congress reacted
angrily yesterday, arguing that the

president should himself accept the

responsibility for the security fail-
ure. .

Mr. Reagan spoke to more than
3,000 cheering students at the uni-
versity before flying to Canton, Ohio,
to inspect a new high-technology
steel mill being built in & region
where many thousands of jobs have
been lost in the steel industry. Later,
he came to Milwaukee to address an
ethnic Oktoberfest gathering before
returning to Washington.

,Leahy (D, Vt.), a member of the In-

telligence Committee, said, “How

"dare he try to escape his responsibil-
.ities? If he does not immediately re-

tract his statement, we should rise

‘up and say, ‘For shame, Mr. Presi-

dent, for shame. You shame your of-
~fice,”” according to the Associated

Press. :

2

**  Similar anger was expressed by
_Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D,
"N.Y.), who is vice chairman of the
Tcommittee, and Senate Mipority

Mr. Byrd asked of President Rea-
gan, “Where’s he been for the last
four years?” The senator said, “It’s
one thing to be able to stage-manage

~ walking away from these disasters,

but it’s another thing to try and
leave the impression that they didn’t
even happen on your watch.”

At the Timken Company’s pew

. Faircrest computerized steel mil] at

Canton, Mr. Reagan spoke a ains
“those who call for pg-%tectignisrrt
and quotas, which are short-sighted
and temporary at best.”

“A  blunderbuss approach of
quotas and trade barriers” to protect
Us. industry is “a giant step back
Su;?g the misery of a failed past” he

Many of the construction workers
who crowded in front of the presi-
dent at the steel mill wore Mondale-

. Ferraro stickers on their hard hats

and were restrained in their ap«
plause for Mr. Reagan’s remarks,
But all responded when he declared
that “given the tools and equipment,
we Americans can out-produce, out-
sell and out-compete the pants off

" anybody in the world.”.

At Bowiing Green, the several
thousand students who jammed a
basketball field house were at the
center of ancther controversy over
whether Reagan rally organizers

_kave unfairly kept Democratic sup-

porters away. - B
Outside the hall, several hundred
anti-Reagan spectators were -kept
‘Qick behird snow fences, and could
neither be seen nor heard by those
cheering inside. They chanted “Give
peace a chance,” and some com-
plained that tickets to the “Presiden-
tial] Forum on World Affairs” had
been distributed by local Republican
officials, through the fraternity and
sorority fiouses. .

.

Leader Robert C. Byrd (D, W.Va.). '

Demanding an apolagy, Mr.
Moynihan said President Carter had -
asked Tor and received increases in
the CIA budgef each year. The New

York Democrat also_released a Tet:

_ter to him from CIA Director Wil-
liam J. Casey, a Reagap appointee,
‘in which Mr. Casey said that “the in-
Creasg%l personnel_and_budgetary
strength_of the agency began in

1979,” under President Carter.
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